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Elders; Miniſters, and Meftenger, 


OF THE SEVERAL. 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT SI 

Ia K ENT. In Susskx. fy 

Aſhford, © Batth, | 

Sandhurſt, Rotherfield, 
Smarden, Rye, 
Tenterden, V rvelsfield, and 
be if olkftone, Lewes. © 


2 


(Maintaining the important Dodtrines of Three KET Perſons A 
in the Divine Efſence—Eternal. and Perſonal Election to 1.1 | 
Holineſs here, and eternal Life hereafter—The original . 
Guilt and Depravity of Mankind Particular Redemption — Ki! 
Free Juſtification by the imputed Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 4 
alone—Efficacious Grace in Regeneration The Perſeyerance 
5 of the Saints to Glory, Profeſling likewiſe Water Baptiſm, 
upon a perſonal Confeſſion of Repentance towards God, and 
Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, according to the primitive 
Mode and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church.) 


Aﬀenblcl at FOLKSTONE, the 6th and 7th dz 
8. Jane, 1786, 


FA ihe os Churches they repreſen; fend Chriſtian Salutation: : 


DEARLY BELOVED IN THE Eonb Ixsus, WS 


5 2 HE moſt pleaſant part of our work, as minifſers of | 
Chrift; is to preach the glorious doctrines of grace to a 


_ r People: to point out the love of the divine Perſons in 
B. . 


* 
* 
2 
—3ů ˙————— r —— 5 om 


| 


l 

| 

\ , 
£ 
1 


Y = dey N 
C * „ 
13 * 
% , = - 
* * 
JED : - 
6 * <P a + 2 * N , 
5 82 * MN * _ . 4% # - 
þ . \ * * * « 
- o 
| <Q, - 4 », . 
oy : 
” # . 
* Vl * * + 
# ono 7 
— *{ - 
* . 


7 2 ] g 
the Godhead, in the redemption of men by Jeſus Chriſt ; and 


-to lead them to a proper acquaintance with the perſon and 
offices of the Lord Jeſus. But there are alſo other truths Which 


we ought to preach in their ſeafon ; ſuch as the duties we owe 
to God to his people: and to men at large; theſe, whenever 
we treat of. them, we would enforce from the moſt evangelical 
motives, knowing from apoſtolic example, and we hope from 
our own experience alſo, that the love of God felt upon the 
heart is the moſt powerful ſtimulus to obedience to the divine 
commands ; we therefore wiſh you, brethren, a large portion of 
the love of God in your hearts, and a feeling ſenſe of your 
obligations to him for all the bleſſings of ſalvation, ſo will you 
be able to exerciſe a proper degree of love to men, which is the 
duty we would now very earneſtly exhort you to. 


Give us then your ſerious attention while we s ribe the duty 
—ſhew the reaſons of it—and point out the advantages arifing 
from a proper diſcharge of it, 


This duty of love to men, does not imply, that from a regard 
to them we ſhould give up any divine truth, whether doctrinal 
cr practical, There is a ſort of catholiciſm in the religious 
world in our day, which we think i is not real Chriſtian love ; 
it pays more reſpect to the diſciple than to the Great Maſter in 
Iſrael, for in order to have peace with men, it can diſpenſe 
with the commands of God, And notwithſtanding the com- 
mendations which are generally beſtowed upon this temper, it is 
eaſy to perceive, that it is different from that charity which the 
apoſtle deſcribes as rejoicing in the truth.” Chriſtian cha- 
rity is perfectly conſiſtent with an earneſt contention for the 


faith once delivered ta the faints. It is never to be con- | 


„founded with lukewarmneſs : we are never to make peace 
«© with men at the expence of any truth that is revealed to us 
by the great God, becauſe that is ofering up his glory in 
« ſacrifice to our own.” 


Nor is it Chriſtian charity to connive at the ſins of our bre- | 


threy , ſo as to forbear private, friendly reproof, or public cen- 


ſure of the * if 
thus 


1 


thus to ſuffer fin upon our brother, would be cruelty to his ſoul, 
and make us in ſome meaſure partakers of his guilt, 

- Chriſtian love is, in its nature, a gracious principle, by which 
we love God in Chriſt as our chief good, and which influences 
the heart, and conforms it to Chriſt, who was the brighteſt ex- 
ample of it, that ever appeared among the ſons of men. The 
objects of this love are men at large, whoſe welfare we are to 
Teck, of whoſe name and character we ſhould be tender, and 


whoſe wants we ſhould be ready to ſupply, n to the 


apoſtolic precept, & do good unto all men.” But 7tho/e who 
bear the image of Jeſus have a more immediate claim upon us, 
for it's exerciſe towards them, therefore the Apoſtle adds,— 
<6 eſpecially to the houſhold of faith, This amiable temper 
of mind is properly exerciſed towards Chriſtians, when we 
eſteem their piety, though they differ from us in ſentiment : 
when we are ready to indulge every friendly diſpgſition towards 
them, and live in communion with them, ſo far as our duty to 
Chriſt will allow. The members of the ſame Chriflian faciety, are 
ſtill more particularly called upon, by their cloſe connection 
with each other, to live in the daily exerciſe of it, 

That we may deſcribe it the more clearly, we will mention a 
few of it's fruits; and thinking avell of our fellow members is 
one, for charity thinketh no evil.” Perhaps there is no 
greater breach of charity, than to judge unfavourably of the 
Hate of our fellow members. To avoid this error, let us re- 
member, that real grace may dwell in the heart of him that 
diſcovers many infirmities in his practice. We ſhoyld alſo 
think well of their condud@, and interpret every action in the beſt 
ſenſe; if we indulge ourſelves in hard thoughts of others, 
it will be then next to impoſſible to preſerve the appearance of 
charity towards them in our conduct, Which, if we actually do, 
of what value will it be in the fight of God, ſeeing it comes 
not from the heart? 

For bearance under real provocation is alſo mentioned as a fruit 
of love, Epe. iv. 2. Forbearing one another in love.“ This 
conſiſts in not reſenting the injuries we have received, and in 
not RAGE to revenge ourſelves by 8 ey for evil, 
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but good for evil, and thereby imitating Chriſt, who when he 


was reviled, reviled not again, and when he ſuffered, he threat- 
ened not ; revenge is contrary to this, and is wicked and daring, 
for it is an attempt to take the work of God out of his band, 
and its language is, *© vengeance is mine, I will repay it.“ It 
1s God's prerogative to revenge the cauſe of the injured ; hence, 
when Jeſus ſuffered, he * committed himſelf to him that 
1 judgeth righteouſly.” 

Forgiveneſs of injuries likewiſe, naturally flows from love. 
This is the ſource of divine forgiveneſs, and it is from the ſame 
ſource, that we ſo eaſily and ſo often forgive ourſelves, though 
in this we are often our greateſt enemies. If we lived under 
the influence of that precept, thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 
«« as thyſelf,” how ready ſhould we be to forgive the offences 
of others ! and that . not ſeven times only, but ſeventy times 
s ſeven,” It is for want of this love that often makes us take 
offence when none is really intended, and when an offence 75 
given, the want of this love magnifies it to a high degree, and 
the offended party thinks, like Jonab, that © he does well to 
«© be angry.” How contrary is ſuch a temper to that which 
we are deſcribing ! l which we are : told, that it 
1% covereth a multitude of fins.” 

| Sympathy with others in their joys and ſorrows, is another 
fruit of love. The precept is, ** rejoice wp them that do 
«© rejoice, and weep with them that weep.” What an illuſtri- 
ous example of this, was the Apoſtle Pau! With pleaſure do 
we point out his conduct for imitation both to ourſelves and to 
vou. % Who is weak, ſays he, and I am not weak !?“ That 
1s to ſay, who is in outward affliction, or inward temptation, 
and I do not feel for them? . Or who is offended, and 1 burn 
not?“ who is wavering in the faith, or ready to fall by tempta- 
tion, and I am not filled with an holy zeal for God's glory, 
and his good, that be may he kept upright ? This temper is 
further deſcribed by St. John, who intimates, that if we have 
this world's goods, and ſee a brother in need, it will not let us 
tut up our bowels of compaſſion from him. But above all, let 
us here remember the ſympathy of Chriſt, which was ſuch, that 
SE oh + RE PAIRED OM ay | | o 


i WE 
in all the afflictions of his church, © be was afflicted,” yea, 


ſuch was his compaſſion, that he condefcended to become 
poor, that we through his poverty might be rich.” All 
church diſcipline ſhould be performed in this ſpirit ; the utmoſt 
ſympathy with the tempted, the greateſt tenderneſs towards 
the fallen, ſhould mark our conduct; and ſuch ſhould be our 
dealings with the obſtinate and incorrigible, that it may appear 
we imitate our heavenly father, concerning whom we are in- 
formed, that * doth not willingly grieve nor a{llict the chil- 


% dren of men.” Our very enemies have a claim upon us for 


the exerciſe of this temper towards them ; thus we hear our 
Lord teaching, “ love your enemies, bleis them that curſe you, 
* do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that de- 
<4 ſpightfully uſe you, and perſecute you,” By ſuch a ſpirit 
we ſhall beſt diſcover ourſelves to be the diſciples of Jeſus ; but 
for a man who pretends to be a Chriſtian, and indulges the con- 
trary temper, what a reproach does it caſt upon that reli- 
gion, and upon that Saviour after whom we are called, one of 
whoſe glorious titles is, The Prince of Peace ! 

- We will finiſh the deſcription of this duty, in the beautiful 
and expreſſive language of the Apoſtle Paul: — “ Charity ſuf- 
« fereth long and is kind—it vaunteth not itſelf—is not puffed 
% up—does not behave itſelf unſeemly—it ſeeketh not its own 
Ait is not eafily provoked—it thinketh no evil—it rejoiceth 
not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in. the truth—it beareth all 
things—it believeth all things—it pee all things—it en- 
% dureth all things —charity never faileth.” — 

The reaſons of this duty are many, and anſwer to the extent 
of the duty itſelf ; we will mention a few of them. We ſhould 
thus live and act towards men at large, becauſe, let our condi- 
tion differ in what it will beſide, yet God hath made ws all of the 
fame blood we are all deſcendants of Adam: all moulded of 
the ſame duſt : all guilty before God : all involved in one com- 


44 


mon ruin, and while we are labouring, as the whole world is, 


under the expreſſions of God's diſpleaſure for fin, ſhall we, by 
anger and revenge, torment each other, and make our lives more 
miſcrable ? Or while we all land indebted an enormous ſum to 


God 
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God, ſnall we think much of thoſe comparatively rifling offen · 


ces, which others commit againſt us? — 

Again, would aue have others to indulge an uncharitable and re- 
wengeful ſpirit towards us ? if not, then ſurely this is a ſirong 
reaſon why we ſhould not exerciſe that ſpirit towards them, 
Thus we find our Lord teaches, All things whatſoever ye 
« would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo to them.” 
We think ourſelves injured, if our neighbour judge hard of our 


| ſpiritual ſtate, or of our moral conduct, is it not then equally 


injurious for us to judge thus of him? Beſide, have we no 
inſirmities to try the charity and patience of others? Doubtleſs 


every one who knows his heart, will confeſs he has ; let us 


not then be ſo childiſh, as to expect that others ſhould make a 
conſtant allowance for our foibles, while we are ſeverely cenſur- 
ing theirs. We ought alſo to avoid a ſpirit of cenſure, leſt we 
ct unjuſtly, as well as uncharitably ; we may be deceived in 
the judgment we form of the motives of another's conduct, for 
it is the prerogative of God only to ſearch the heart, Perhaps 
we have been often misjudged ourſelves, and great malignity has 
been imputed to ſome of our actions, in which we have intend- 
ed no ill; ſuch an experience ſhould make us the wiſer, and 
teach us to avoid that wicked temper in ourſelves, by which we 
have ſuffered from others. 

Another reaſon is, that if we meet with the contempt and 
ill ſervices of men becauſe of our profeſſion of the goſpel, we 
may be induced to bear it, without the indulgence of anger 
againſt them, hecauſe, ** ave ourſelves,auere once fooliſh, diſobedi- 
* ent, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and pleaſures, being in ma- 
** [ice and envy, hateful and hating one another; during which 
time perhaps we were perſecutors, and injurious to the 

But the grand reaſons of the duty are to be taken from the 
dealings of God and Chriſt with us. | 

How great is the forbearance of God towards us! How long 
did he ſpare our guilty lives, while the language of our conduct 
to him was, ** depart from us, we deſire not the knowledge of 


* thy ways!“ And how does his forbearance till continue 
amid} 


I 
amidſt our miſ-improvement, perhaps abuſe, of mercies ! Add to 
which, the daily iniquities of our lives, the fins of which the 
moſt upright of us, have reaſon to be confounded at before God, 
and yet how is his patience lengthened out! He forbears to 
ſtrike us, he continues our mercies here, and ſtrengthens our 
hopes of better mercies hereafter, ſo that we have reaſon to cry 
with David, © Thou Lord, art a God full of compaſſion, gra- 
« cious and long ſuffering.” And ſhall we, brethren, who are 
thus indulged be ſtrangers to forbearance towards others, or 
ſhall we be ſatisfied with a ſmall portion of this temper in our 
conduct? No, let us rather remember daily that we have a for- 
bearing God, and check the riſe of our impatience with the 
apoſtle's exhortation, “ that we ſhould walk worthy of our cal- 
ling—with long ſuffering, forbearing one another in love.” 
How rich is the divine forgiveneſs towards us! How g'ori- 
ouſly does it ſhine in the blood of Jeſus, through whom our 
God is manifeſted, as a God gracious, and merciful, pardoning 
iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin! And does not our religious 
profeſſion imply, that we truſt in him as ſuch a God? Yea, we 
make our daily boaſt of his forgiving love! And is his Nnduct 
worthy of our imitation, and are we not loudly called upon to 
imitate him? What proportion do the offences of our brother 
towards us, bear to our offences towards God! Ten thouſand talents 
is the mighty ſum in which we ſtand indebted to heaven! And ſhall 
we profeſs our hope of the forgiveneſs of ſo large a debt, and 
yet refuſe to pardon the hundred pence offences of others towards 
us? If we act thus, we ſhall ſurely meet with that ſevere, but 
Juſt reproof from our Lord, Thou wicked ſervant! I forgave 
« thee all that debt, becauſe thou defiredit me: ſhouldit not 
& thou alſo have had compaſlion on thy fellow ſervant, even as 
4 I had pity on thee?” The apoſtle evidently thought that the 
dealing of Chriſt with us, was the moſt proper rule of our deal- 
ing with each other, therefore he exhorts us to walk in love, 
„ as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, and given himſelf for us;” and 
again, ** forbear one another, and forgive one another, if any 
* man have a quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, 
4“ ſo alſo do ye. Indeed, brethren, we think it impoſſible to 


have 


1 
have a believing ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of our fins from God, 


- without being poſſeſſed of this forgiving temper towards men. 


With regard to thoſe chriſtians that differ from us in ſenti- 
ment, we may be juſtly induced to act charitably towards them, 
by conſidering, that we are not infallible ourſelves ; and though 
we ought not, under pretence of charity, to be looſe in our at- 
tachment to divine truths, yet, we ought to make an allowance 
for what we conceive to be an error in conicientious people, 
from the conſideration, that it is poſſible we ourſelves may not, 
in every particular, ſee the truth. And ſuppoſing that we 
were free from error, yet that would be no reaſon for ſeverity 
of cenſure towards others, ſeeing that we have nothing that 
£ we have not received.” Beſide which, we ſhould do well to 
remember, that real religion does not conſiſt merely in the or- 
thodoxy of our opinions, for the doctrines of the goſpel, how- 
ever glorious in themſelves, will be of no uſe to us, any farther 
than they influence our hearts, and guide our practice. 

The advantages of the duty follow. By the exerciſe of love 
to men we ſhould avoid muck anxiety of mind, The uncharitable 
man interprets every thing as an affront from his neighbour, 
and is ready to put the worſt conſtruction upon every common 
action, by which he is a conſtant torment to himſelf; while the 


Charitable man thinterh no evil of others, or if truth require 


that he think otherwiſe, yet his charity is ſtill ready to make a 
reaſonable excuſe for their failings, by which he proves in his 
own breaſt the truth of that ſaying, ** * the wiſdow that 1 1s from 
above 1s peaceable.” 
7 this conduct alſo we are in the beſt way of gaining an . 


 Fended brather, or even ſubduing an enemy, for it is written, if 


thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him drink: 
for in ſo doing thou ſhalt heap coals of hre on his head; not to 


burn or deftroy him, but to melt his heart into love. 


And by thus acting ve Hall adorn tht dofrine of Ged our ſa- 
viour, which is a doGrine of Love: of the love of God: of 
the love of Chriſt: and of the love of the Spirit, all which is 
gloriouſly diſplayed in the ceconomy of ſalvation. This will 
alſo be an evidence of our real acquaintance with Chriſt : © by 

this 


l 
5 this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye love 
« one another.“ And the advantages of a proper ſpirit of 
chriſtian love in a church of Chriſt, may be ſtrikingly ſeen, by 
a view of the evils that attend the want of it:—In it's abſence 
we {ee wrath and diſcord, and every evil work, and not only the 
internal peace of chriſtian communities deſtroyed, but their 
very church-ſtate diſſolved alſo : and no wonder, for love is a 
perfect bond, and when that is broken, what can hold profeſſing 
chriſtians together? Even the conſideration of its being their 
common intereſt to unite againſt their enemies, does not ſeem 
ſufficient. But we are happy, brethren, in beheving upon good 
grounds, that none of the churches, which compoſe this aſſoci- 
ation, are in the unhappy ſtate, which the want of chriſtian 
love occaſions. We rejoice that your letters bring the news of 
peace with them, May your peace continue, and your love be 
increaſed towards all the ſaints, *till an abundant entrance be 
adminifiered unto you, into the realms of love and peace 


above! Amen, 
Signed, by Order of the Aſſembly, 
By the MoveraTor, | 
WILLIAM COPPING. 
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B R B VI A T E S. 


FOLK STONE, 6th and 7th of June, 1786. 


> a8 

o ES DAM afternoon, met at three o'clock. Brother 
Copping began in prayer; and then was choſen MoperaroR. 
The preliminaries of the Aſſociation were read : as were alfo 
the letters from the churches, which gave a pleaſing account of 
the work of God among them—being generally in peace—feve- 
ral happily increaſed—and not one declined in number in the 
courſe of the year. Brother Purdy concluded in prayer. 

Met again at ſeven o'clock, for public worſhip, Brother 
Knott began in prayer. Brother Vialer preached from Job ii. 
10. What ! Hall we receive good at the hand of the Lord, and 
Hall we not receive evil? Brother Purdy concluded in prayer. 


WEDNESDAY morning, met at fix o'clock. Our 


brethren Cook, Eſpenett, and Coe prayed. Brother Vidler read 


the Circular Letter, which was approved, and ordered to be 
printed, The Moderator concluded in prayer. 


Met at ten o'clock, for public worſhip. Brother Nutter 
prayed. Brother Midaleton preached from John i. 29. Behold 
the lamb of God, that taketh away the ſin of the world, Brother 
Baldeck prayed. Brother Lloyd preached from Heb. i. 14. Are 
they not all miniſtering ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them who 
Hall be heirs of ſalvation. - Brother Ranger concluded in prayer. 

Met again at four o'clock. © Brother Clifford prayed. Brother 
Purdy was deputed to draw up a letter to the church at Miveli- 


| Feld, on account of their abſence, which was approved, and 


ſigned 


AS 

figned by the Moderator. Brother Copping was deputed- to 
draw up a letter to our brother Cromwell, at Aſhford, in anſwer 
to one which he ſent to the aſſociated miniſters, giving his rea- 
ſons for not attending; which was approved and ſigned by the 
Moderator. Agreed, to hold the firſt Wedneſday in November 
next, as a day of faſting and prayer. Agreed, to hold the | 
next Aſſociation at Saar dul, in Kent, on the firſt Tueſday and 
Wedneſday in June, 1787. Brother Vialer, and Brother Purdy | 
to preach ; and in caſe of failure, Brother Rſell, and Brother 1 | 
Attwood.—— Put up at the Chequer,—— The aſſembly was then 
diſmiſſed with prayer, by the Moderator, 5 | 

We had much peace and love among ourſelves, and a com- 
fortable meaſure of the divine preſence with us throughout our 14 
meetings. 1 
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The STATE of the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES, in 1786, . 

Wivelsfield, excepted. 16 0 
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Lately Publiſhed, 1 
A FirsT and Sxcond VINDICATION of the | 
ORDINANCE of BAPTISM, | 


. 
IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, | 
7 By JOSEPH MIDDL ETON. 


LEWES ; PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR, BY W, LEE, 1786. 
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